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T E N N E S S E E  I N N O C E N C E  P R O J E C T



Wow! It feels great to have two years under our belt. Two years of fighting for justice and giving hope to
others!

In our first two years we have made tremendous strides in establishing a permanent, full-time innocence
movement in Tennessee. 2019 was a year for planning and executing the basic form and function of the
organization. In 2020, thanks to pro bono support from attorneys in Tennessee, we provided meaningful
and significant legal representation. The following are some highlights from 2020:

-Received and processed nearly 100 requests for assistance
-Worked with 15 volunteer attorneys to implement an application review process and actively review
applications
-Worked with 13 pro bono attorneys to provide direct counsel to clients 
-Secured the right to DNA testing for 3 clients 
-Conducted new investigations in cases for 6 clients
-Increased support from pro bono attorneys from 800 hours in 2019 to 3,000 hours in 2020
-Produced a statewide virtual event featuring Dr. Yusef Salaam of the Exonerated 5 and more
-Tripled our number of communications via social media and email 
-Submitted our first applications for Federal Government and ABA grants
-Hired an Operations Coordinator and Intake Fellow
-Increased revenue raised in 2020 compared to 2019, despite the pandemic
-Expanded the Board of Directors and Advisory Council 
-Accepted into the Innocence Network (the first organization from Tennessee!)

In 2021, we will deepen our substantive legal work as we continue to develop the organization’s base of
support with an eye toward longevity. 

We are learning that the need is great. Several of the cases we are reviewing (or have accepted) began
asking for help 15 or 20 years ago. As we appear in courtrooms across the State, it may be the first time
that courts have been asked to consider DNA testing or claims of actual innocence. We are charting new
territory with every case! 

We are only able to chart new territory because of you. Your support allows us to fight for freedom. Your
support allows us to respond to a letter and give hope for the future. Your support allows us to educate
others about how innocent people can end up behind bars. 

We are incredibly grateful for your support! Here’s to bright days ahead in 2021.
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Message from the Executive Director

Jessica Van Dyke
Executive Director and Lead Counsel
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2020 HIGHLIGHTS

13
15

3,000

PRO BONO SUPPORT
 

DIRECT COUNSEL ATTORNEYS
In 2020, TIP worked with 13 pro bono

attorneys to provide direct counsel to clients.

INTAKE REVIEW ATTORNEYS
15 volunteer attorneys worked with TIP staff

to implement an application review
process and review requests for assistance.

PRO BONO HOURS

TIP's incredible attorney partners contributed 
3,000 pro bono hours in 2020. 

106
36
46

INTAKE
 

APPLICATIONS

In 2020, TIP received and investigated 106 new
applications for representation.

APPLICATIONS PENDING

36 applicants completed each stage
of application review and are

awaiting a final decision.

TN COUNTIES

TIP received applications regarding cases in
46 of Tennessee's 95 counties. 

Nearly half were from just two counties-
Davidson and Shelby.

SECURED THE RIGHT
TO DNA TESTING FOR

3 CLIENTS  

CONDUCTED NEW
INVESTIGATIONS IN

CASES FOR 6 CLIENTS 

FILED FRIEND OF THE COURT
BRIEFS IN 2 CASES OF NON-

CLIENTS ON IMPORTANT
TOPICS OF LAW 

IN 2020, TIP ALSO:
 



Stephen Ross Johnson, Knoxville - President

 Brad MacLean, Nashville - Vice President

 Josie Holland, Memphis - Secretary

 Joey Fuson, Nashville - Treasurer

 Stephanie Ditenhafer, Nashville  - Fundraising Chair

 Mary Broome, Nashville

 Garry Ferraris, Knoxville

 Marcus Hall, Knoxville

 Andrea Hayduk, McLean, VA

 Dr. Rosevelt Noble, Nashville

 Joy Radice, Knoxville

 Amy Richards, Nashville

Dale Allen, Nashville 

 Jamie Amos, Nashville

 Anneliese Barron, Franklin

 Marc Caudel, Memphis

 Jamie Cheek, Nashville

 Anne Davis, Nashville

 Professor Susan Kay, Nashville

 Dean William Koch, Nashville

 Lawrence “Boo” Mitchell, Memphis

 Buford H. “Buddy” Ortale, Nashville

 Amy Rao Mohan, Nashville

 Judge Kevin Sharp, Nashville

 Mark Stephens, Knoxville

 Grace Hammond Skertich, Memphis

 Jason Strong, Gallatin

 Professor Penny White, Knoxville

 

Knowing that another person is
suffering unjustly, languishing

alone in prison, is outrageous and
unbearable. Serving on the board

of the Tennessee Innocence
Project is a privilege I don’t take

lightly. It’s an honor to support the
TIP team in their fight for justice so
that their clients can restore their

lives and reclaim their birthright of
freedom.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

WHY I SERVE

WHY I SERVE

Mary Broome, 
Board of Directors

WHY I SERVE

I cannot imagine the
hopelessness of an innocent

person incarcerated for a crime
he or she didn’t commit. I give of

my time to the Tennessee
Innocence Project because we

provide the last hope for the
truly innocent.

Garry Ferraris,  Board of Directors

As someone who has spent a great
deal of time studying criminal

justice and race, I am keenly aware
of miscarriages of justice. Serving

as a board member of the
Tennessee Innocence Project is a

way for me to be a force of change
on these issues.

Dr. Rosevelt Noble,  Board of Directors



EXPENSES REVENUE

Foundations
51.6%

Individuals
48.4%

Administration
20.7%

Programming & Staff
66.8%

Fundraising
12.5%

Administration
Fundraising
Programming & Staff

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
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Foundations
Individuals

$209,750
     $197,028

 
$406,778

$57,485
 $34,766
$185,782

 
$278,033



Beth Adams
Adams & Reese LLP
Julie and Dale Allen
Elizabeth Allen
William Allensworth
Sherri Alley
Jamie Amos and Patrick Kennedy
Mary Anderson
Nicole Anderson
Robin Andrews
Anonymous
Heather and Mike Argo
Joyce and John Argo
Alexandra Armstrong
Taurus Bailey
Scott Ballew
Colton Bane
Judy and Joseph Barker
Bart Durham Injury Law
Sari and Daniel Barton
Bass, Berry & Sims PLC
Karen Bauer
Ray Bell
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund 
David and Susan Benner
Cassidy Bentley
Lillian Blackshear
Jody Bomar
Ida Elizabeth Bond
Bone Family Fund
Bradley Borneman
Butler Snow LLP
Katherine Cigarran
Meagan Clanton
Karissa Cliff
Teresa Cobb
William Conway
Janet Craig
Virginia Craighill
Kelly Dallas
Ryan Davis
Anne Davis and Karl Dean
Don Dawson
Ronald Day

 

Marcus Hall
Joan and Lawrence Hamilton
Tracy Hardes
Waverly Ann Harris
Kenda Harrison
Andrea Hayduk
Kenneth Hayduk
Matt Hayduk
William Hayduk
Kelley Henry
Tonya Henry
Kindy and Raymond Hensler
Russell Hitt
Josie Holland
Holland Garcia PLLC
Renee Hooper
The Law Offices of 

G. Turner Howard III
Hunt Family Foundation
Connor Hurley
Stephanie Hurt
Matthew Jarfi
Gary Jensen
Lucas Jerkins
Amy and Stephen Ross Johnson
Fred Kennedy
Corinne and Brock Kidd
Knoxville Bar Foundation
Lorraine Kroul
Corrie Laker
Jeffrey Land
Kate Landry
Robert Lang
Eric Larsen
Melissa Laster

 

Helen Deese
David P. Defay
Delta Dental of Tennessee
Kennon and Marc Dennis
Emily Dickerson
William Dillon
Stephanie and Bill Ditenhafer
Dobyns Wealth Team
Michael Duncan
Laura Dykes
East Tennessee Foundation
Georgia and Michael Edgeworth
Elizabeth Egle
David Eldridge
Jane and Richard Eskind and
Family Fund
John Evans
The Claiborne Ferguson 

Law Firm
Ginny and Garry Ferraris
Chester Figiel
Norma Figiel
Victoria Figiel
Kyle Floyd
Elizabeth Ford
Michael Freeman
Freeman & Fuson
Penelope Frere
Chaucey Fuller
Charlena Fuqua
Lacey and Joseph Fuson
Scott Gallisdorfer
Julie Gang
Amy and Frank Garrison
Garza Law Firm, PLLC
Jeffrey Gibson
Brad Gilmore
Susan Gilmore
Kelly Gleason
Melanie Gober Grand
Carol Gorodetzky
Vicky Graham
Carolyn Gustafson
Hagan & Todd PLLC
Lynn Hagar

 
 
 T E N N E S S E E  I N N O C E N C E  P R O J E C T P A G E  6

2020 DONORS

 
I believe in justice and the

Tennessee Innocence 
Project’s mission. 

Justice can’t be served if an
innocent person is wrongfully
convicted and incarcerated.

 
Charlena Fuqua, 

monthly sustainer
 

WHY I GIVE
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2020 DONORS
Rachael Ledbetter
Layla Lee
Lindsay Lee
Joceline Lemaire and 

John Lozier
Justine Lemmon
Ellen and Michael Levitt
Elizabeth Lewis
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & 

Bernstein, LLP 
Sandra Lipman
Lipman Brothers & 

RS Lipman Company
Samuel Lipshie
London Amburn, PC
Eric Lutton
Luxury Auto Collection
Cynthia and Brad MacLean
Robert and Julie MacLean
William Macon
Kasey Madden
Jeannine Manes
Linda Manning
Terry Maroney
Henry Martin
The Law Office of Massey 

McClusky McClusky & Fuchs
Robert Massey
Erik Mathews
Amy and Mike Mauldin
James D. McClendon
Whit McCrary
Richard McGee
Shawna McIntosh
Pauline McKim
Amy Merrill
Marion Millar
Tamara Miller
Amy Mohan
Karen Montooth
Jeannine Moore
Darin Murphy
Lauren Myerscough-Mueller
Purvi Naik
Nashville Bar Foundation

Andrew Smith
Brooks Smith
Laura Smith Benton
Catherine and Thomas Snyder
Sonrise Foundation
Marvelous Spraggins
Emma Stapleton
Stephanie Stapleton
Bryan Stephenson
Anna Stinauer
Ginny Stohl
Perian and Sam Strang
Jason Strong
MJ Sweeney
Miriam Tate
James Thomas
Catherine and J. Grover Thomas, Jr. 
Emily Thompson
Rhonda and Erik Thorson
Jennifer Thurman
Jessica Van Dyke
Cynthia Van Dyke
Kelsey Velemirovich
Bill Waldorf
Stephen Wallick
Amye Warren
Hedy and Dan Weinberg
Dr. J. J. Wendel Plastic Surgery
Kaniesha Whatley
Daniel White
Lisa White
Penny White
Paige Wiencke
Anna Williams
Rebecca and Jacob Wilson
Leah Wilson
Cullen Wojcik
Susan Wolf and Douglas MacLean
Jennifer Wolff McLemore and

William T. McLemore
Ken Woody
VR Woolsey
Jocelyn Wurzburg
Melanie Yelder
Mandy and Stephen Young

 
 
 

Neal & Harwell, PLC
Colleen O'Connell
Marilyn and Philip Ollila
Cynthia and Buddy Ortale
Megan Overton
Robert Parker
Alexandra Payne
Fred Pickney
Joy Radice
Ursula Ramsey
Becky Rawlins
Benjamin Raybin
Christina Read
Stacy Rector
Miriam Reed
Chantelle Respert
Amy and Clay Richards
Virginia and Robert Ripley
Ritchie, Dillard, Davies, & 

Johnson, PC
Brian Roark
Rochester Autographs
Lee Anne Roehm
Peter Roos
Colleen and Hartwell Roper
Rachel Rosenblatt
Jen and Michael Rusie
Marissa and Manuel Russ
Cynthia and Vincent Ryan
Joanna Salce
Carl Salk
Sanford Heisler Sharp, LLP
Amy and Christopher Savoie
Emily and Stuart Saylor
Marya Schalk
John Schlitt
Schooner Foundation
Gil Schuette
Amy and Bryan Shaffer
Kara and Kevin Sharp
Joan Shayne
Sherrard Roe Voigt Harbison, PLC
Maria Simmons
Kalyn Sisco
Allison Smith

 
 
 
 

To make a financial contribution, please visit www.tninnocence.org.

https://www.tninnocence.org/

