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             OUR MISSION
    Inaugurating Innocence

Exonerating wrongfully convicted
people
Raising awareness about the
realities of the criminal justice
system
Advocating for policy changes
and laws that will result in a more
efficient and fair judicial system.

The Tennessee Innocence Project is
designed to prevent and correct
wrongful convictions throughout the
State of Tennessee. 

 
 What Do We Focus On?

 

 

We are expanding our
mission to collaborate with
law schools, law firms,
advocacy groups, and
other partners. Our overall
focus is dedicated to
providing the resources,
staff, and infrastructure
necessary to fight for the
innocent. 

OUR VISION

 
 
 

For more than 30 years,
wrongful convictions
have stolen 20,000+
years from innocent
people according to
the national registry of
exonerations.
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Letter From the Executive
Director 

organizational infrastructure;
applications and intake procedures for potential clients;
developed collaborative  client representation with other innocence organizations,  law
firms, or public interest defense lawyers; 
an active caseload of clients; and 
fundraising efforts to expand the organization. 

 

2019 was a year of change, growth, and strategy. With decades of experience and research to
pull from, we started the Tennessee Innocence Project in Nashville with the goal to do what
had never been done in Tennessee – a full-time innocence organization. Prior iterations
never included a full-time employee or a Board of Directors. We made tremendous progress
in Year One, but we have even bigger goals for our second year. 
 
Since opening our doors on February 1, 2019, we’ve created and implemented the following: 

 
Our number one goal at the Tennessee Innocence Project is to investigate and litigate claims
of actual innocence. In the first six months, we received more than 75 letters requesting
assistance. We quickly learned that we cannot provide the services we want to the number of
clients we would like to serve with only one full-time employee. We have made plans to add
to our team in 2020 and are excited for the year ahead. 
 
“Inaugurating Innocence,” held in October at Montgomery Bell Academy in Nashville was our
first major event.  We were humbled that best-selling author and attorney John Grisham
offered keynote remarks to a group of 300 attendees. We are so proud of this event which
conveyed our mission of exonerating the wrongfully convicted while also raising critical funds
for programming. In 2020, we plan to host a wider array of events across Tennessee. 
 
The reality is that none of the services provided by TIP are available without this
organization.    Without TIP, the attorneys appointed to  handle these cases  are often the
newest attorneys in the courtroom, and they will be paid $1000 for representation that can
last years.  They will not receive funding for investigative or expert witness services.  TIP is
critical to filling the gap in services that exist in Tennessee.  Innocent lives depend on it. If you
supported us in 2019, thank you.  We are appreciative of those who recognized the need for
this work in Tennessee. We hope you’ll join us as we Envision Innocence in 2020.
 
 

With gratitude,
 
 
 

Jessica Van Dyke
Executive Director/Lead Counsel
 
 
 
 

 Jessica VanDyke
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ENVISION INNOCENCE 2020

Increase fundraising efforts to expand
our litigation efforts across the State of

Tennessee.

LITIGATION UPDATES

The Tennessee Innocence Project is currently
litigating a total of 8 cases. Our organization
received over 75 requests for assistance in
2019. Our goal is to address all claims of
innocence across Tennessee with the help of
gracious and supportive donors, community
partnerships, sponsorships, and legal support
throughout the State. 
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800
Number of hours our pro bono

attorneys have dedicated to
innocence work.  
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On October 23, 2019, Tennessee Innocence Project joined with friends and
supporters at our first fundraising celebration, Inaugurating Innocence, at
the Montgomery Bell Academy Dining Hall. 
We are so honored to have had Best-Selling novelist John Grisham attend
the event and share inspiring remarks with fellow guests. Also a special
thank you to Eddie George for hosting the event. 
The evening raised more than $135,000, which will support our litigation
efforts on behalf of innocent people in Tennessee prisons. This funding will
open up opportunities to help people who are innocent, imprisoned, and
waiting to come home to their loved ones and their communities. 

INAUGURATING
INNOCENCE
EVENT
OCTOBER 2019
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THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

 GOLD LEVEL
SPONSORS

BART DURHAM INJURY LAW

BRADLEY

THE DITENHAFER & DANO FAMILIES

HAGAN & TODD PLLC

JAMIE AMOS & PATRICK KENNEDY

MAY & MCKINNEY

ADAMS & REESE LLP

BASS BERRY & SIMS PLC

BEST HAYDUK BROCK

BURR & FORMAN LLP

THE JOHNSON AND RADICE FAMILIES

CINDY & BRAD MACLEAN

CYNTHIA & BUDDY ORTALE

OGLETREE DEAKINS

SHERRARD ROE VOIGT & HARBISON PLC

 

 

MASSEY MCCLUSKY MCCLUSKY FUCHS

RICHARD MCGEE, ESQ.

AMY & CLAY RICHARDS

NASHVILLE CRIMINAL DEFENSE BAR

SUMMERS RUFOLO & RODGERS

NEAL & HARWELL PLC

STITES & HARBISON PLLC

NASHVILLE SCHOOL OF LAW
 

 SILVER LEVEL
SPONSORS

Cocktail Hour Sponsored by:

Sanford Heisler Sharp LLP
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      BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stephen Ross Johnson, President
Knoxville, TN 
 
Brad MacLean, Secretary
Nashville, TN 
 
Joey Fuson, Treasurer
Nashville, TN 
 
Joy Radice
Knoxville, TN
 
Stephanie Ditenhafer
Nashville, TN 
 
Garry Ferraris
Knoxville, TN
 
Andrea Hayduk
Chattanooga, TN
 
Josie Holland
Memphis, TN 
 
Amy Richards
Nashville, TN 
 
Anneliese Barron
Nashville, TN
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TIP Advisory Council
 
Dale Allen, Nashville
 
Marc Caudel, Memphis
 
Dean William Koch, Nashville
 
Professor Susan Kay, Nashville
 
Amy Rao Mohan, Nashville
 
Boo Mitchell, Memphis
 
Buford "Buddy" Ortale, Nashville
 
Grace Hammond Skertich, Memphis
 
Mark Stephens, Knoxville
 
Jason Strong, Gallatin
 
Professor Penny White, Knoxville
 

 

 

Executive Director

Jessica Van Dyke
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DONORS
FISCAL YEAR 2019

Anonymous (9)
Adams & Reese LLP

Ashley Alderson
Julie & Dale Allen
Julie Juliette Allen
Shrief Almesallmy

Jaime Amos & Patrick Kennedy
Heather & Mike Argo

Joyce Argo
Leigh Atkins

Julie Bachalis
Radley Balko

Brenda & Jim Barker
Joe Barker- In Honor of Brad MacLean

Bass, Berry & Sims
Karen Bauer

Jennifer Baxter
Ray Bell

Susan & David Benner
Cassidy Bentley

Best, Hayduk & Brock
Rachel Bishop

Dylan Black
Jennifer & Trace Blankenship

Liz Anne Bowden
Bradley, Arant, Boult, Cummings LLP

Emily Brenyas
Burr & Forman LLP

Webb Campbell 
Mary Lindley Carswell
Amy & George Cate
Julie & Marc Caudel

Tyler Caviness
Lisa & Jamie Cheek 

Jeff Cherry
The Chicago Trust Company

Desmond Child & Curtis Shaw
Katherine Cigarran

Haley Combs
Jonathan Cooper

Laura & John Cooper
 
 

Emma & Seth Crabtree
Janet Craig

Philip Cramer
Laura Daniel

Anne Davis & Karl Dean
J.R. Davis

Ryan Davis
Tom Davis

Don Dawson
Rachyl Degman

WT Dillard
Kristen Keeley Dinger

Amy & Jeff Dobyns
Deena Drummond

Blair Durham
Nichole Dusche

Sunny Eaton
Phil Elbert

David Esquivel
Kathy Faulkenberry

Garry Ferraris
Dana & John Franck

Stacia & Mark Freeman
Michael Freeman

Jennifer & Chet Frist
Chaucey Fuller- In Honor of Sunny & Justice Fuller

Flautt Family Fund
Gayle Fuson

Joe Fuson Law Office
Stephanie & Joel Galanter

David Gall
Beth & Robert Garza

Marcos Garza
Anjou Gerhardt

Jessica & Jason Gichner
Susan Gilmore

Brad Gioia
Dave Goetz

Katy & MD Goetz
Lindsay Graham

Kelly & Virgilio Guma
 



Hagan & Todd
Lynn Hagar

Joan Hamilton- In Honor of Laura Clift Dykes
Janet Hardin

Lisa & John Harrison
Andrea Hayduk

Anna Hemnes & Jacob Schwarz
Kelley Henry

Kindy & Raymond Hensler
Rachel & Erik Herbert

Paige & Travis Hill
Josie Holland

     Holland Law PLLC     
Daniel Horwitz

Rebecca Howard
Connor Hurley
Danielle Irvine
Erica Jacobs

Matt Jarfi
Lucille Jewel

Amy & Stephen Ross Johnson
Ashleigh Karnell

Avis Kennedy
Beth Kirkland

Mary & Christopher Kirkland  
William C Koch Jr.
Rachael Ledbetter

Anna Belle Leiserson
Ellen & Michael Levitt

Elizabeth Lewis
Jason Lewis

Mikyung & Paul Lim
Emily Linehan

Jamie Little
Matt Long
Eric Lutton

Cindy & Brad MacLean
Terry Maroney
Laurel Martens

Massey, McClusky, McClusky & Fuchs
May & McKinney PLLC

Lorna McClusky
Blair & Bernie McEvoy
Sarah & Kevin McGee
Joan & Richard McGee

Ben McGowan
Rob McKinney

Tamara Miller
Amy Mohan

Karen Montooth
Chelsea Moore & Michael Tabler

Emily & Alex Nackenoff
Neal & Harwell

Jonathan Nelson
Mary Lu Noah

Ogletree Deakins
Marilyn & Philip Ollila

Cynthia & Buddy Ortale
Christopher Ott 

Greg Parker
Heather Parker
Robert Parker

Parnassus Books
Mike Popwell

Joy Radice & James Stovall
Christina Read
Miriam Reed

Sara Rice
Amy & Clay Richards
Amy & John Riddick

Shyanne Riddle
Ritchie, Dillard, Davies & Johnson

Margaret & Wayne Ritchie
Sean Ritchie

Margaret & Brian Roark
Lee Ann Roehm

Jenny Coques Rogers- In Honor of John T. Milburn Rogers
Jonathan Rogers

Jen Rusie
Marissa & Manuel Russ

Dara Russell
Vin Ryan

Sanford, Heisler, Sharp LLP
Marya Schalk

Caroline & Seth Scholer
Schooner Foundation

Mary Jane & Mark Scruggs
Global Investigative Services
Susan Sgarlat & Charles Fels

Amy & Bryan Shaffer
Kara & Kevin Sharp

Sherrard, Roe, Voigt & Harbison
Jim Simmons

Jonathan Skeeters
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Grace Skertich

Brandy Spurgin-Floyd
Leigh Anne St. Charles

Grey Steed
Mark Stephens

Bryan Stephenson
Kelso Stevens
Tonya Stevens

Joycelyn Stevenson
Stites & Harbison, PLLC

Perian & Sam Strang
Jason Strong

Summers, Rufolo & Rodgers
MJ Sweeney

Jill Talbert
Jamie Tarkington
Courtney Teasley

Kevin Teets
Jonathan Tepe

Rod Valle
Cindy Van Dyke

Jessica Van Dyke
Linda Vanderbosch

Stacey Vaughn
Samantha Warchol

David Watkins
Susan & EW Weathersby

Anne Weber
Dan & Hedy Weinberg

Daniel White
Penny White
Shelley White

Paige Wiencke
Donald Williamson
Mary & Paul Wilson

Ben Winters
Cullen Wojcik
Jennifer Wolff

Mandy & Stephen Young
Katie Zipper
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2019 FINANCIALS
JANUARY 1, 2019 - DECEMBER 31, 2019

 Expenses

Operating Revenue
 
      Foundations        $206,105

 

      Individuals           $191,903.58

Expenditures

Programming  $117,849.55

 

Management     $27,059.27

 

Fundraising        $26,162.89

 Revenue

 $398,008.58

                                $171,071.71

Individuals
48%Foundations

52%

Fundraising
15%

Programming
69%

Management
16%


