
2026 TENNESSEE 
INNOCENCE PROJECT 
ANNUAL GALA

Celebrating freedom and funding the fight 
for justice statewide

Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, Nashville 
Wednesday, December 9, 2026 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM



LEGAL REPRESENTATION
TIP provides high-quality legal advocacy, including case 
investigation, DNA testing, and litigation, to secure 
exonerations for wrongfully convicted individuals.

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH
TIP raises awareness about wrongful convictions 
through community engagement, storytelling, and 
partnerships that educate and inspire action.

POLICY REFORM
TIP advances systemic change by advocating for laws 
and policies that prevent wrongful convictions and 
strengthen the integrity of the justice system.

OUR 
MISSION
The Tennessee Innocence Project (TIP) 
seeks justice for all by advocating for 
innocent people who were wrongly convicted 
and working to prevent future wrongful 
convictions. To achieve this mission, TIP 
focuses on four pillars.

The Tennessee Innocence Project works statewide to 
correct wrongful convictions and strengthen the justice 
system.

Through litigation, policy reform efforts, and public 
education, TIP restores lives and reunites families.

Every case we win restores freedom — 
and strengthens justice for everyone.

REENTRY SUPPORT
TIP supports exonerees in rebuilding their lives by 
connecting them with essential resources such as housing, 
employment, healthcare, and community support.



JOURNEY TO JUSTICE 
ENTERS ITS EIGHTH 
YEAR AS TIP’S FLAGSHIP 
ANNUAL EVENT.

This signature evening brings together 600+ community 
leaders, donors, legal partners, exonerees, and advocates 
to celebrate freedom, honor resilience, and invest in 
justice.

The evening features:

•	 Live testimonies from exonerees whose lives were restored 

•	 Impact storytelling highlighting TIP’s statewide work 

•	 A cocktail reception and seated dinner 

•	 A dynamic live auction 

•	 Meaningful donor recognition and stewardship

•	 Engagement with influential civic and corporate leaders

Journey to Justice is where stories of injustice become 
stories of hope — and where community turns into action.

THE IMPACT 
OF THE GALA

Journey to Justice consistently: 

•	 Drives significant revenue supporting TIP’s legal work statewide 

•	 Expands TIP’s visibility and influence across Tennessee 

•	 Engages Tennessee’s business, legal, and philanthropic communities 

•	 Builds long-term relationships with mission-aligned partners

Your sponsorship directly helps free innocent Tennesseans 
and prevents future injustice.

25% 
OF ALL STATEWIDE 
EXONERATIONS IN 
TENNESSEE’S HISTORY

have occurred in just the past seven years through  
the work of the Tennessee Innocence Project.



AUDIENCE 
& REACH
Journey to Justice attracts: 

•	 Corporate and civic leaders 

•	 Law firms and legal professionals 

•	 Major donors and philanthropists 

•	 Public officials and policy influencers 

•	 Media and community partners 

Sponsors gain visibility among a highly engaged 
audience committed to justice, accountability, and 
community impact. 



WHY 
SPONSOR
Partnering with the Tennessee Innocence Project 
demonstrates your organization’s commitment to:  

•	 Justice, fairness, and accountability in Tennessee 

•	 Legal advocacy that frees the innocent and strengthens the 
integrity of our courts 

•	 Re-entry and rehabilitation support that helps exonerees rebuild 
their lives after wrongful conviction 

•	 Policy and legislative action advancing meaningful criminal 
justice reform 

•	 Education and community engagement that fosters a more 
informed, equitable, and just society 

Sponsorship aligns your company with one of 
Tennessee’s most respected justice organizations 
while visibly supporting systemic change, restored 
lives, and stronger communities. 



SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

TIP offers five sponsorship levels designed to provide  
meaningful visibility, engagement, and impact.

Custom opportunities available.

ALLY 
SPONSOR

$3,000

ADVOCATE 
SPONSOR

$6,000

CHAMPION 
SPONSOR

$10,000

FREEDOM 
SPONSOR

$20,000

JUSTICE 
SPONSOR
$30,000



ALLY 
SPONSOR $3,000

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

•	 Recognition in event program and website 

•	 Logo placement on sponsor signage at the event 

•	 Verbal recognition during the program

•	 Social media recognition as a sponsor 

•	 Reserved seating for 5 guests 

•	 Inclusion in post-event donor recognition communications

Helps expand awareness and community support 
for the work of justice and second chances.

Darren Price 
Exonerated 1/17/2025 
17 Years Lost



ADVOCATE 
SPONSOR

Supports the programs and partnerships that 
make freedom and opportunity possible.

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

•	 Recognition in event program and website 

•	 Logo placement on sponsor signage at the event 

•	 Verbal recognition during the program

•	 Social media recognition as a sponsor 

•	 Reserved seating for 10 guests 

•	 Inclusion in post-event donor recognition communications

$6,000

Artis Whitehead 
Exonerated 1/31/2024 
21 Years Lost



CHAMPION 
SPONSOR

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

•	 Reserved table for 10 guests with priority seating 

•	 Logo placement on event materials, website, and signage 

•	 Recognition in program and on-screen sponsor roll 

•	 Verbal recognition during the program 

•	 Social media and email recognition 

•	 One Justice Table production at your office (CLE if applicable) 

•	 Special invitation to a Donor Appreciation Experience (2 guests)

Advances the work of restoring lives 
and strengthening pathways to justice.

$10,000

Eric Wright 
Exonerated 11/18/2025 

36 Years Lost



FREEDOM 
SPONSOR

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

•	 Reserved table for 15 guests with priority seating 

•	 Logo placement on event materials, website, and signage 

•	 Recognition in program and on-screen sponsor roll 

•	 Verbal recognition during the program 

•	 Social media and email recognition 

•	 One Justice Table production at your office (CLE if applicable) 

•	 Special invitation to a Donor Appreciation Experience (4 guests)

Helps power the work that restores lives 
and strengthens the justice system. 

$20,000

Scott Minton 
Exonerated 1/23/2025 
31 Years Lost



JUSTICE 
SPONSOR

Champions transformational impact and statewide justice reform 
while receiving premier visibility and brand alignment. 

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

$30,000

Joyce Watkins 
Exonerated 1/12/2022 
27 Years Lost

•	 Recognition as the “Producer” 
of Journey to Justice 2026, with 
logo lock-up on all digital and 
printed materials

•	 Prominent logo placement across 
event collateral, website, signage, 
and sponsor roll

•	 Opportunity to provide an 
executive testimonial for 
promotional use

•	 Invitation for an executive to 
particpate in a short on-camera 
Q&A, featured in TIP’s sizzle reel 
and promoted via social media 
and newsletter

•	 Inclusion in the event press 
release and media outreach

•	 Two VIP tables (20 guests total) 
with premium seating

•	 Verbal recognition during the 
program

•	 Dedicated sponsor spotlight 
across TIP’s digital channels

•	 Year-round recognition as a 
Justice Partner

•	 One Justice Table production at 
your office (CLE if applicable)

•	 Special invitation to a Donor 
Appreciation Experience (6 
guests)



WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
PARTNER WITH YOU TO HELP 
FREE INNOCENT TENNESSEANS 
AND CHAMPION JUSTICE 
ACROSS OUR STATE.

Together, we can ensure justice in Tennessee 
is not just a promise — but a reality. 

Liza Canale 
Fundraising Chair

Email: liza@tninnocence.org
Phone: (615) 772-4000

Eric Wright, released Oct 2025, 
opening our last Journey to Justice, 
December 2025.


